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In 2014, Block Communications purchased MetroCast Communications, 
rebranding the name to MaxxSouth Broadband and started sharing and 
implementing its three cornerstone principles for growing a broadband 
business: leading technology, unmatched local service, and unparalleled 
customer experience.  
 
Now, five years later, MaxxSouth Broadband remains grounded in those 
three principles and stands as the local broadband leader in the communities 
it services throughout Mississippi.  While dedicated to providing 
Mississippi customers with the maximum internet speeds available, high 
definition quality television, and crystal clear digital phone services, 
MaxxSouth Broadband is also committed to enhancing the technological 
advancements in the communities served. 
Photos by Melissa Grimes and Beth Wynn. 
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The MaxxSouth Digital Media Center is a multi-media collaborative space 
equipped with technology designed to propel teaching, learning, exploration 
and research among Mississippi State University students, faculty and staff. 
The newly renovated space features a television studio, an audio and video 
recording studio, a collaboration studio, a makerspace, multimedia lab and 
the CAVS Mixed Reality Studio. The Center also provides a tool library, 
media checkout, equipment checkout, color printing, 3D-printing, and wide-
format printing. The Center's multimedia lab provides 16 PCs, 8 Macs, 3 
music composition stations, and a video capture station, with all computers 
being equipped with the latest in software programs including the Adobe 
Creative Suite, the AutoDesk Suite, and Microsoft Office.  
 
The Center’s highly qualified and credentialed staff assists students, faculty 
and staff through formal and informal instruction, including open 
workshops; tailored workshops for classes, departments and organizations; 
and one-on-one assistance.  
 
One of the core values of the Center is to empower its users to become 
comfortable and proficient in design, production, creation and editing, in a 
way that builds on their overall skill set specifically in the area of digital 
literacy. These skills are essential to the success of 21st century students.  
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Thanks to the leadership of John Robinson Block funding in support of the 
renovation and expansion of the services was provided by MaxxSouth 
Digital Media Center who pledged a gift of $440,000 over an eight-year 
period. Half of the MaxxSouth donation was used to setup an endowment 
that will provide future funding to support the continued maintenance and 
enhancement of the technology.  A significant portion of the MaxxSouth 
Funding was also provided by the Office of the Provost, College of Arts and 
Sciences, Department of Communication, Center for Advanced Vehicular 
Systems. and the University Libraries.   
 
John Robinson Block also supports the University Libraries through the 
John Robinson Block – MaxxSouth Special Collections Excellence Fund. 
The Fund was established to assist the libraries in acquiring, maintaining, 
display, and, as appropriate, make available to users, rare books.   
